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Edward Cave.
li.
His first performance in the Gentleman's Magazine, which for many years was his principal source for employment and support, was a copy of Latin verses, in March 1738, addressed to the editor in so happy a style of compliment, that Cave must have been destitute both of taste and sensibility had he not felt himself highly gratified'.
'Ad URBAN UM*.
' URBANE 2, mil/is fesse Idboribus, URIJANE, nullis vide column Us3,
certainty and conjecture, with regard to their authenticity; and, for that purpose, shall mark with an asterisk (*) those which he acknowledged to his friends, and with a dagger (t) those which arc ascertained to be his by internal evidence. When any other pieces are ascribed to him, I shall give my reasons. liOSWKLL.
' Hawkins says that ' Cave had few of those qualities that constitute the character of urbanity, Upon the first approach of a stranger his practice was to continue sitting, and for a few minutes to continue silent. If at (my time he was inclined to begin the discourse, it was generally by putting a leaf of the Magazine then in the press into the hand of his visitor and asking his opinion of it. He was so incompetent a judge of Johnson's abilities that, meaning at one time to dazzle him with the splendour of some of those luminaries in literature who favoured him with their correspondence, he told him that, if he would in the evening be at a certain alehouse in the neighbourhood of Clerkcmvcll, he might have a chance of seeing Mr. Browne and another or two of the persons mentioned in the preceding" note. [The note contained the names of some of Cave's regular writers.] Johnson accepted the invitation ; and being introduced by Cave, dressed in a. loose horseman's coat, and such
VOL. r.
a great bushy uncombed wig' as he constantly wore, to the sight of Mr. Browne, whom he found sitting at the upper end of a long table, in a cloud of tobacco-smoke, had his curiosity gratified.' [Mr. Carlylu writes of ' bushy-wigged Cave ;' but it was Johnson whose wig is described, and not Cave's. On p. 327 Hawkins again mentions his 'great bushy wig,' and says that ' it was ever nearly as impenetrable by a comb as a quickset hedge.'] Haw-kins's/rt/«/.M//, pp. 45-50. Johnson, after mentioning Cavu's slowness, says : ' The same dullness of mintl was observable in his conversation ; he was watching the minutest accent of those whom he disgusted by seeming inattention ; and his visitant was surprised, when he came a second time, by preparations to execute the scheme which he supposed never to have been heard.' Johnson's Works, vi. 434.
a 'The first lines put one in mind of Casimir's Ode to Pope Urban :—
"Urbane, regnm maximc, maxime
Urbane vatiim."
The Polish poet was probably at that time in the hands of a man who had meditated the history of the Latin poets.' Murphy's Johnson, p. 42.
3 Cave had been grossly attacked by rival booksellers ; see Gent. Mag,, viii. 156. Hawkins says (Life, p. 92), ' With that sagacity which we fre-
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